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The Story

In the 12 months since Americans re-elected Donald Trump
president, public opinion about the U.S. has swung dramatically in
Manitoba and across Canada. As Canadians have watched a new
prime minister, Mark Carney, try unsuccessfully to negotiate
exceptions to Trump’s proposed tariffs on Canadian products,
Manitobans appear more likely to support the status quo than a
trade deal that puts Canada at a disadvantage.

Nearly two-thirds of Manitobans agree with the statement “the
U.S. is no longer Canada’s ally.” Three-quarters of Manitobans
agree that any updated trade deal Canada negotiates with the
U.S. is liable to be changed by Trump. With that in mind,
Manitobans are twice as likely to prefer Canada make no new
trade deals with the U.S. rather than being eager to sign any deal
with the Trump administration. A strong proportion of Manitobans
are also confident Canada can replace trade with the U.S. by
selling to other countries.
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When asked to choose whether they want the Canadian
government to play hardball or play nice with the U.S. in trade
talks, Manitobans are more inclined to want their government
to be more aggressive rather than more diplomatic. However,
despite wanting a tougher approach, about one in 10
Manitobans recognize that diplomacy is more likely to be
effective with the Trump administration than hardball tactics.
While NDP voters and younger adults are most likely to want
Canada to act and talk tougher than be diplomatic, older
voters are more inclined to recognize that playing nice may
be more likely to yield results.




The Story (continued)

Only four in 10 Manitobans give Carney and his Liberal
government excellent or good marks for how they have
handled negotiations with President Trump and the U.S.
administration, with slightly more than one-half agreeing they
have confidence in the approach he’s taking with Trump.

However, only four in 10 Manitobans also agree that a
Conservative government led by Pierre Poilievre would
negotiate a fair deal with the U.S.

Not surprisingly, these questions break down along partisan
lines, with Liberal supporters more likely to express
confidence in their party’s leader and Conservatives less
enthusiastic about the job he’s doing — and more likely to
believe their party’s leader could do better.
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Federal and provincial Conservative voters in Manitoba
remain more likely to see the country next door as an ally and
are much more likely to want to see Canada find a way to
negotiate a trade deal with the current U.S. administration.
Whether it's pragmatism or sympathy for Trump’s positions,
these voters stand out for wanting Canada to take a more
conciliatory position and negotiate a trade deal.

These voters — who tend to be younger, not have university
degrees and more likely to be found in rural Manitoba — are
also much less confident in how Mark Carney and the
Liberals are dealing with the U.S. administration. Unlike their
older, urban counterparts who support the two progressive
parties, Conservative voters are also more likely to still be
travelling to the U.S. — and much less likely to look down on
someone who chooses to visit this country right now.




Methodology

Probe Research surveyed a random and representative sample of 1,000
Manitoba adults between November 25 and December 10, 2025.

Respondents were contacted using four different methods. The sample
includes 370 Manitobans randomly recruited via live-agent operator, 166
randomly recruited via text message/SMS, 238 randomly recruited via
Interactive Voice Response (IVR) and 226 members of Probe Research's
online panel. All respondents completed the survey using an online
platform.

With a sample of 1,000, one can say with 95 per cent certainty that the
results are within + 3.1 percentage points of what they would have been if
the entire adult population of Manitoba had been surveyed. The margin of
error is higher within each of the survey’s population sub-groups.

Probe reached out to Manitobans through modified random digit dialing,
including both landline and wireless numbers. This ensured all Manitoba
adults had an equal opportunity to participate in this survey.

The sample has been weighted slightly by age, gender, region and
educational attainment so it properly reflects the province’s population,
based on Census data. Probe used SPSS software to conduct all
statistical analysis.

PROBE Research

About the Probe Research Omnibus

For nearly 30 years, Probe Research has conducted quarterly
omnibus surveys of random and representative samples of
Manitoba adults. These surveys have provided strategic and
proprietary insights to hundreds of public, private and not-for-
profit clients on many different social, cultural and public policy
topics. The Probe Research Omnibus Survey is the province’s
largest and most trusted general population survey

The survey was designed by Probe Research.



Nearly two-thirds of Manitobans no longer see
the U.S. as Canada’s ally

64%

Somewhat
36%

27%
17%

Agree Disagree

ES10c. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: The U.S. is no longer Canada’s ally.
(Base: All respondents, N=1,000)
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Women and older adults are more likely to no
longer view the U.S. as Canada’s ally

% strongly/somewhat agree: The U.S. is no longer Canada’s ally

Total [ 4% High school or less | GGG 61%
College/some post-secondary [ NEGTNNGEGEGEGEGEGEEE 65%
Women 71% University graduate [ NG 72%
Men 57%
Conservative voter 49%
Winnipeg NG 638% Liberal voter 77%
Rural/northern Manitoba |GGG 53% NDP voter 85%
18-34 [ 61% MB PC voter [N 559,
35-54 [ 59% MB NDPvoter [ 77%
55+ [ 719, MB Liberal voter [ 729,

ES10c. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: The U.S. is no longer Canada’s ally.
(Base: All respondents, N=1,000)
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Three-quarters do not trust any Canada-U.S.
trade deal would be respected

Any deal Canada negotiates with
the U.S. isn’t worth anything —
President Trump will just change it

I’'m confident that whatever trade we
lose out on with the U.S. can be
replaced by trade with other countries

| have confidence in Prime Minister
Mark Carney’s strategy for dealing
with Trump

A Conservative government led by Pierre
Poilievre would be able to negotiate a fair
deal for Canada with the U.S.

Strongly agree Somewhat agree

37% 38%

27% 45%

21% 35%

17% 23%

% agree

75%

72%

56%

40%

ES10. Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (Base: All respondents, N=1,000)
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Those more likely to agree Pierre
Poilievre and the Conservatives
could negotiate a fair deal include:

Rural/northern Manitobans (55%
vs. 30% Winnipeg).

Middle-aged adults (48% 35-54
vs. 30% aged 55+).

Those with college/some post-
secondary education (48% vs.
25% among university
graduates+).

Blue collar workers (66% vs. 32%
among white collar workers).

Conservative voters (92% vs.
11% NDP voters and 6% Liberal
voters).



Manitobans are more likely to want no trade

deal than any trade deal with the U.S.

Those who are most likely
to think having no deal with  Ng deal with the

the U.S. is better than U.S. is better

signing any deal include: than signing any Unsure,

= Winnipeg residents (51%  deal for Canada 33%
vs. 37% among rural and 45%

northern Manitobans).

= Those aged 55+ (51%
vs. 35% aged 35-54).

= Provincial NDP voters
(59% vs. 33% PC) and
federal Liberal and NDP
voters (62% and 60% vs.
29% among
Conservative voters).

Signing any deal
with the U.S. is
better than no deal
for Canada, 22%

ES9. Based on what you know about these ongoing negotiations, which of the following
statements comes closest to your view today? (Base: All respondents, N=1,000)

PROBE Research

Those who are most likely to
think having any deal with
the U.S. is better than no
deal include:

Those in rural and
northern Manitoba (27%
vs. 18% among
Winnipeggers).

Younger adults (26% 35-
54 and 24% 18-34 vs.
16% 55+).

New Canadians (35%).

Federal and provincial
Conservative voters (33%
each).



Manitobans are more likely to want a more
aggressive approach taken with the U.S.

Wanted approach Most effective approach
43%
31% 34% 33% 33%
26%
Playing nice/ Playing hardball/fighting Neither of these
using diplomacy back more aggressively

ES7. Now, a few questions about Canada’s ongoing trade discussions with the United States and President Donald Trump and his
administration. There are two approaches Canada can take to these negotiations with U.S. President Donald Trump and his administration.
a) Which approach do you want Canada to take in its dealings with President Donald Trump and his administration on trade?

b) Which approach do you think would be most effective at getting a trade deal with President Donald Trump and his administration?

(Base: All respondents, N=1,000)
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NDP voters are most inclined to want Canada
to take a tougher approach

% who identify playing hardball/fighting back as the best approach

Tota) T 43% EEE—
o 33% CPC voter 33%

29%
i ———— 46%
innipeg EGEG—— 45 Liberal voter 36%
Hmees 5o Wanted NDP voter M. 68%
Rural/northern _290/ 41% approach v 50%
(o]
Most
effective I 35%
I 40° MB PC voter
18-34 36% 49% approach 27%
I— 55%
3554 I 3 MB NDP voter - 5%
EE—— - I 38°
55+ 29% 38% MB Liberal voter 320/308 /0

ES7a. Which approach do you want Canada to take in its dealings with President Donald Trump and his administration on trade?
ES7b. Which approach do you think would be most effective at getting a trade deal with President Donald Trump and his
administration? (Base: All respondents, N=1,000)
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Only four in 10 Manitobans offer the Carney
government good marks for dealing with Trump

Those who are most likely to offer
Carney and the Liberals excellent or
good marks include:

Excellent/good: 40% Fair/poor: 60%

30% 30%
26%
5 . .
Excellent Good Fair Poor

ES8. How would you rate the performance of Prime Minister Mark Carney and the federal Liberal
government when it comes to dealing with President Trump and his administration on this issue?
Are the prime minister and his government doing an... (Base: All respondents, N=1,000)
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Winnipeggers (46% vs. 31% among
those in rural/northern Manitoba).

Older Manitobans (49% aged 55+ vs.
32% aged 18-34 and 35% aged 35-
54).

University graduates (50% vs. 41%
with college/partial post-secondary

and 33% among those with high
school or less).

Federal Liberal supporters (80% vs.
7% among Conservative voters).

Provincial Liberal and NDP
supporters (76% and 57% vs. 10%
among PC voters).
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A majority of Manitobans continue to postpone

U.S. travel

% who strongly/somewhat agree

62%

| have cancelled or decided
against taking a trip to the 71%
U.S. in the next six months

63% Feb. 2025

n/a

| would think less of someone Dec. 2025
who travels to the U.S. 51%
right now

40%

ES10. Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (Base: All respondents,
N=1,000)
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Those who are less likely to have
cancelled a trip to the U.S. include:

= Federal Conservative voters (42%
vs. 83% of Liberal voters) and
provincial PC voters (46% vs. 80%
among NDP supporters).

= Those under the age of 55 (58% vs.
71% among those 55+).

Those who are not as likely to be
critical of someone who visits the
U.S. right now include:

» Federal Conservative voters (22%
vs. 60% of Liberal voters) and
provincial PC voters (23% vs. 58%
among NDP supporters).

» Rural/northern Manitobans (33%
vs. 45% Winnipeg).
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Contact:
Curtis Brown, Partner

204-894-3293

Curtis@Probe-Research.com

PROBE Research

603 — 191 Lombard Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R3B 0X1

Probe-Research.com

Probe Research is working to ensure its documents
exceed modern accessibility and screen-readability
standards. If you encounter any barriers to
accessing this content or if you require this
document in an alternative format, please contact
probe@probe-research.com or 204-926-6565.
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