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Key Findings

When Albertans were asked to use one
word to describe the nine referendum questions on the ballot
this fall, fully one-half use negative words — like angry,
frustrated, or unnecessary — compared to one-quarter who
have something positive to say about this.

A majority of UCP supporters feel positively
about the referendum process, with some saying they are
“hopeful” or praising it as “democratic.” Most NDP supporters,
meanwhile, express negative feelings.

Opinions are split along partisan and geographic lines, with
majorities of UCP supporters and rural residents feeling
Alberta is moving in the right direction.
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If a referendum question on Alberta separation is asked,

Only two in 10 would vote Yes,
with one in 10 who are unsure. Support for separation is
strongest among UCP supporters and rural residents.

Roughly two-thirds of
Albertans worry about foreign interference in the separation
debate. And more than three-quarters of Albertans reject the
idea of Alberta joining the United States if it does separate.

Battleground Calgary
continues to live up to its name, as the UCP and NDP are
neck-and-neck in support, with the NDP leading in Edmonton
and the UCP up in rural parts of the province.




Methodology

Probe Research conducted an online survey with a representative
sample of 1,484 Alberta adults between April 27 and May 6, 2026.
This included an oversample of 598 Calgary adults.

All respondents were recruited from a national online panel (LEO).
The sample has been weighted slightly by age, gender, region
and educational attainment so it properly reflects Alberta’s
population, based on Census data. The totals calculated in this
report are based on weighting back oversampled groups to the
correct proportions within the overall population.

Because an online survey is a sample of convenience, no margin
of error can be ascribed. For the purposes of comparison, a
probabilistic sample of 1,484 would have a margin of error of £ 2.5
percentage points, 19 times out of 20. The margin of error would
be higher within each of the survey’s population sub-groups.

Data analysis was performed using SPSS, with coding/analysis of
open-ended responses completed with MQO A.l. Hub, a
Canadian-hosted Al platform. All coding was tested and verified
with experienced human coders.
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About Probe Research

Probe Research is one of Canada’s leading public opinion and
market research firms, serving as an indispensable insights
partner to clients and communities throughout the country.

The Probe team blends the traditions of social science and
journalism to help clients better understand the world around them
— asking the most insightful questions and using storytelling skills
to make data come to life and drive strategic decision-making.

All research conducted by Probe Research is based on responses
from real human respondents. Probe Research is a member of
the Canadian Research Insights Council (CRIC) and complies
with its Public Opinion Research Standards.

The survey instrument was designed and paid for by Probe
Research.

Notes on this Report

Totals in this report may not add to exactly 100% due to rounding.
We may not show results of 2% or less in the graphs.



How Albertans feel about the nine October
referendum questions — in their own words
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Al1. Premier Danielle Smith has announced Albertans will vote on nine referendum questions in October 2026. Most of the questions
are about immigration and the Canadian constitution. When you think of this entire referendum process, what single word best
describes how you feel about it? (Base: All respondents, N=1,484)
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Referendum sentiment by vote intention

Neutral/Unsure Negative

Al1. Premier Danielle Smith has announced Albertans will vote on nine referendum questions in October 2026. Most of the questions

are about immigration and the Canadian constitution. When you think of this entire referendum process, what single word best
describes how you feel about it? (Base: All respondents, N=1,484)
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Top words used by NDP and UCP supporters
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pointless 40 democratic 24
Stupid/dumbridiotic [T 37 Excited/exciting [N 19
Angry/anger _ 25 Needed/necessary - 15
Frustrated/frustation _ 24 Hope/hopeful

Ridiculous - 14 Waste/wasteful

=

Themes:
 Good & democratic — giving Albertans a direct voice

 Excitement, hope and a sense that it’s “about time”
« Some concerns about the cost of this exercise

Al1. Premier Danielle Smith has announced Albertans will vote on nine referendum questions in October 2026. Most of the questions
are about immigration and the Canadian constitution. When you think of this entire referendum process, what single word best
describes how you feel about it? (Base: Decided NDP and UCP voters, n=980)
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Albertans are more likely to believe their
province Is heading in the wrong direction

Wrong direction

Alberta 61%

Canada

The world

CG2. Overall, would you say things are going in the right direction or the wrong direction in ...
(Base: All respondents, N=1,484)
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Rural Albertans are more likely to believe things
are heading in the right direction

% who agree Alberta is going in the right direction

Total 39% High school or less [ NG 40%
College/some post-secondary [INNEGEGE 37%
Calgary 37% University degree [N 40%
Edmonton 34%
Small cities 32% Born in Canada 37%
Rural 53% Born outside Canada 48%
Men [N 46% UCP supporter [T 71%
Women N 33% NDP supporter I 12%

Other party supporter N 30%
18-34 [T 43%

35-54 I 37% Pro-separatation [N 75%
55+ [ 39% Anti-separation [N 26%

CG2b. Overall, would you say things are going in the right direction or the wrong direction in
Alberta? (Base: All respondents, N=1,484)
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Seven in 10 Albertans would vote No to
separating from Canada

Unsure,
10%

Al2. There may be a referendum held soon on Alberta separating from Canada. Based on how
you feel today, would you vote Yes or No in this referendum? (Base: All respondents, N=1,484)
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Support for separation is higher in rural Alberta

Yes No Unsure

Al2. There may be a referendum held soon on Alberta separating from Canada. Based on how
you feel today, would you vote Yes or No in this referendum? (Base: All respondents, N=1,484)
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Nearly two-thirds of Albertans worry about other
countries interfering in the separatism debate

64%

% agree

UnitedE
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Gonservatives 597
PPN Alberta
23% Somewhat e NDP 72%
Other 63%
Agree Disagree Unsure

Al3d. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about Alberta potentially separating from Canada:
| am worried about other countries interfering in the debate about Alberta separation. (Base: All respondents, N=1,484)
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Separation debates are widely seen as a
distraction — and not good for the economy

Strongly Somewhat Strongly
agree disagree disagree Unsure % agree

The discussion about Alberta
separation is a distraction from other

25% (O 10% 6% 74%
important issues facing the province

This discussion about Alberta
separating is hurting the
province's economy

26% 12% 12% 66%

This discussion about Alberta
separating is useful when it
comes to negotiating with the
federal government

23% 15% 39%

Al3. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about Alberta
potentially separating from Canada? (Base: All respondents, N=1,484)
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Most Albertans reject the idea of their province
joining the U.S.

77%

United S
Conservatives 27%
Alberta Strong & Free

Somewhat rta
< NDP
Strongly
16%
° Other 11%
Agree Disagree Unsure

Al3a. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about Alberta potentially separating from Canada:
If Alberta separates from Canada, it should join the United States. (Base: All respondents, N=1,484)
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The United Conservative Party holds a seven-
point advantage over the Alberta NDP
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39%

Undecided: 19%

AB1/2. Thinking about provincial politics for a moment...If a provincial election were held tomorrow in Alberta,
which party's candidate would you be most likely to support? (Base: Decided and leaning voters, N=1,237)
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Calgary remains the battleground as the UCP
and NDP are tied in voter support

c United |- PPN Alberta
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AB1/2. Thinking about provincial politics for a moment...If a provincial election were held tomorrow in Alberta, which
party's candidate would you be most likely to support? (Base: Decided and leaning voters, N=1,237)
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The UCP advantage still lies among men and
older voters

Colrjlgglﬁfclﬂves "—- TS
Alberta Strong & Free = 4 NDp Others

AB1/2. Thinking about provincial politics for a moment...If a provincial election were held tomorrow in Alberta, which
party's candidate would you be most likely to support? (Base: Decided and leaning voters, N=1,237)
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Contact:
Robson Fletcher
Data & Storytelling Strategist

(403) 458-6882
robson@robsonfletcher.com

PROBE Research

603-191 Lombard Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R3B 0X1

Probe Research is working to ensure its documents
exceed modern accessibility and screen-readability
standards. If you encounter any barriers to
accessing this content or if you require this
document in an alternative format, please contact
probe@probe-research.com or (204) 926-6565.
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