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Key Findings

Winnipeggers are not enthused about the direction their 

community is heading. One-half of Winnipeggers think their city 

is going in the wrong direction, compared to one in five who think 

Winnipeg is on the right track. Those backing mayoral candidate 

Kevin Klein or other candidates almost universally think Winnipeg 

is not heading in a positive direction, but even nearly four in 10 

supporters of incumbent mayor Scott Gillingham feel this way. 

Core area residents, those aged 35-54 and supporters of the 

provincial Progressive Conservative (PC) party are also more 

likely to think Winnipeg is going in the wrong direction.
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Winnipeggers are also not very satisfied with City services – 

and many see little value in what they pay in property taxes. 

Four in 10 Winnipeggers indicate they receive poor value for what 

they pay in municipal taxes – more than twice the number who 

feel they receive either good or excellent value for what they pay 

for City services.

While a majority of Winnipeggers rate their waste and recycling 

services as excellent or good, less than one-half say this about 

how well the City maintains parks and open spaces, with one-

third providing relatively high marks for how it operates 

recreational facilities. Only one in 10 praise the City for its work 

operating Winnipeg Transit and maintaining streets and roads.



Methodology

Abacus Data (previously Probe Research) surveyed a random and 

representative sample of 600 Winnipeg adults between August 28 and 

September and 14, 2026. 

Respondents were contacted using four different methods. The sample 

includes 274 Winnipeg residents randomly recruited via live-agent 

operator, 98 randomly recruited via text message/SMS, 104 randomly 

recruited via Interactive Voice Response (IVR) and 124 members of 

Probe Research's online panel. All respondents completed the survey 

using an online platform. 

Abacus reached out to Winnipeggers through modified random digit 

dialing, including both landline and wireless numbers. This ensured all 

Manitoba adults had an equal opportunity to participate in this survey.

With a sample of 600, one can say with 95 per cent certainty that the 

results are within ± 4.0 percentage points of what they would have been 

if the entire adult population of Winnipeg had been surveyed. The margin 

of error is higher within each of the survey’s population sub-groups.​

The sample has been weighted slightly by age, gender, 

region and educational attainment so it properly reflects 

the province’s population, based on Census data. SPSS 

software was used to conduct all statistical analysis.​

About the Manitoba Omnibus

For nearly 30 years, Probe Research has conducted 

quarterly omnibus surveys of random and representative 

samples of Manitoba adults. These surveys have provided 

strategic and proprietary insights to hundreds of public, 

private and not-for-profit clients on many different social, 

cultural and public policy topics. The Manitoba Omnibus 

Survey is the province’s largest and most trusted general 

population survey.

The survey was designed by Abacus Data/Probe 

Research in close consultation with the Winnipeg Free 

Press.
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One-half of Winnipeggers think their city is 
going in the wrong direction
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DIR1. Generally speaking, do you think things are headed in the right direction or are they off on 

the wrong track in Winnipeg? (Base: All Winnipeg respondents, N=600)

21%

50%

29%

Right track Wrong track Unsure

Most likely to agree Winnipeg is 

heading on the wrong track:

▪ Those in the Core (63% vs. 43% in 

the northeast).

▪ Those aged 35-54 (56% vs. 50% 

among those 55+ vs. 43% 18-34).

▪ Those born in Canada (52% vs. 

41% among those born elsewhere).

▪ Kevin Klein supporters (90% vs. 

38% among Scott Gillingham 

supporters).

▪ Provincial Progressive 

Conservative supporters (73% vs. 

44% among NDP voters).



Four in 10 Winnipeggers believe they receive 
poor value for what they pay in property taxes 
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FP4. How would you rate the value you receive for your property tax dollars in Winnipeg today? 

(Base: All Winnipeg respondents, N=600)

Most likely to agree they receive poor 

value:

▪ Those in inner city neighbourhoods 

(52% vs. 35% in the inner suburbs 

and 40% outer suburbs).

▪ Men (46% vs. 36% women).

▪ Younger adults (54% 18-34 vs. 

31% 55+).

▪ Past Provincial Progressive 

Conservative voters (59% vs. 26% 

among NDP supporters).

▪ Those backing Kevin Klein and 

Mike Vogiatzakis (64% and 50% 

vs. 20% among Scott Gillingham 

voters).

1%

14%

28%

40%

16%

Excellent Good Fair Poor Unsure

Good: 15% Bad: 68%



Winnipeggers do not offer high marks for the 
quality of most City services
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FP5. How would you rate the quality of the following City of Winnipeg services? 

(Base: All Winnipeg respondents, N=600)

16%

6%

47%

40%

35%

10%

10%

27%

37%

38%

27%

30%

9%

16%

17%

47%

58%

8%

14%

Providing reliable waste and recycling services

Maintaining parks and open spaces

Operating recreation facilities and amenities

Operating Winnipeg Transit

Maintaining streets and roads

Excellent Good Fair Poor Unsure

63%

46%

37%

12%

11%

Excellent/good



Contact:

Curtis Brown, Vice-President and Managing Partner

204-894-3298

Curtis@AbacusData.ca
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